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Abstract –: 

With Algeria undergoing a digital transformation, an essential question comes to the surface: how does 

the Constitution respond to this shift? As virtual space grows, a new idea of citizenship is forming, one 

that is no longer tied to physical borders. This change makes it necessary to examine how well the 

current Constitution protects citizens' rights and freedoms in a digital context. 

Can technology help increase political participation in Algeria? What legal protections need to be in 

place for that to happen? Understanding how digitalization and constitutional law interact is now the 

key to thinking about how the relationship between citizens and the state will evolve in this era. It 

may even become necessary to rethink or expand some of the Constitution’s core ideas. 

Is the Algerian Constitution adapting fast enough to keep up with technological change and clearly 

define digital rights? And how can the state use this digital shift to strengthen democracy and support 

active public involvement? 
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INTRODUCTION: 

 In the context of digital transformation within Algeria's constitutional framework, citizenship 

and civic engagement can newly emerge. Around the globe, digitalization is spreading quickly into all 

areas of life. This expansion makes Algeria see a great active transformation in society. A rethinking of 

how people relate to their political, social, and economic surroundings is pushing this development. 

At the heart of this very technological shift lies a truly important question that both researchers and 

policymakers must begin to think over. How can constitutional law, shaping the relationship of the 

state with citizens as the foundation for building it, keep up throughout these changes? How is the 

Algerian Constitution, more specifically, positioned in its context to address the growing impact of 

digital technology on necessary ideas such as citizenship and political participation? 

These questions demand engagement, for it is the nature of time that presses upon us. Digital 

technology allows communication and entertains no longer; it has become a space where people shape 

discourse publicly, exercise rights, express opinions, and even hold power accountable. This new 

reality poses difficulties that are unprecedented in constitutional law, which requires that jurists 

reconsider customary concepts and develop new legal tools that can regulate this expanding digital 

area and protect rights and freedoms within it. 

The Importance of the Topic: 

 The significance of this topic lies in several key aspects: 

First, the relationship changing between the citizen along the state in the digital age must be 

understood. Citizenship is something that no longer confines itself to customary geographical 

boundaries but has virtually acquired a dimension as digital interactions shape it. It is necessary to 
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grasp the dynamics within contemporary society if you understand how this new dimension affects the 

rights and duties of Algerian citizens and their relationship with state institutions. 

Second, political participation via digital technology. Citizens now express opinions as well as organize 

movements, also engage in discourse through digital platform tools unimaginable before now. It is of 

such critical importance for one to study just how the Algerian constitution can harness each of these 

very tools for promoting effective democratic participation. It is also of importance that safeguards 

against such risks must be ensured, like disinformation and fake news. 

Third, rights and freedoms must be protected always. It has value in the online world. The common 

use of digital technology presents some new challenges to the safeguards for fundamental rights. 

These challenges concern freedom of expression, as well as the right to privacy, also the right to 

access information. To these challenges, Algerian constitutional law must adapt by providing a legal 

framework. These entitlements merit protection within the online world. 

Fourth, one anticipates what the future is for constitutional law in the digital era. How constitutional 

law interacts with digital technology can help shape Algeria's future. Should novel constitutional ideas 

arise? Must constitutional amendments keep pace alongside these transformations? These questions 

require thorough also informed research. 

Objectives of the Topic: 

 This research seeks to achieve all the following primary objectives, which can be summarized: 

To analyze and assess the impact of digital technology on the concept of citizenship in the Algerian 

context, it is important to explore how the digital dimension of citizenship is formed and what 

implications it has for citizens' rights, duties, and their relationship with the state. 

Examine digital tools that allow democratic engagement, then identify obstacles and dangers to study 

and analyze how technology strengthens or weakens participation in Algeria. 

It is necessary to determine and evaluate whether Algeria's current constitutional framework 

adequately protects rights and freedoms within the digital space. It is also a must to make an 

assessment of whether the existing constitutional provisions sufficiently protect fundamental rights 

within the digital environment or if those provisions require further development or reinterpretation. 

To anticipate the future, understand digital technology's challenges along with opportunities for 

Algerian constitutional law, see how constitutional law can evolve to keep pace with technological 

developments, also propose ways to align the two. 

METHODOLOGY: 

 To achieve the intended objectives as well as address the central research question, the 

descriptive-analytical method will be relied on mainly for this study. This approach will accomplish this 

task. 

Analyze and describe Algerian statutory and constitutional provisions; when considering rights, 

freedoms, and participation, conduct an in-depth examination; assess their coping with digital 

technology challenges. 

Drawing on comparative experiences from other countries, analyze the legal and intellectual 

literature, reviewing studies exploring digital technology's impact on constitutional law and related 

concepts. 
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Analyze critically the current situation, giving a critical analysis of citizenship. Also, find strengths and 

weaknesses in analyzing political participation and rights protection in Algeria’s digital space. 

The study is going to provide perceptions as well as proposals in light of the foregoing analysis. It will 

also present the practical recommendations that are for updating the Algerian constitutional 

framework so that it aligns with all of the requirements of this digital age. 

Drawing lessons through other nations’ experiences using the comparative method, the descriptive 

method will also outline necessary concepts and terminology related to digital technology and 

constitutional law. 

From this perspective, the main research question is: 

To what extent does the Algerian constitution respond to challenges while exploiting opportunities 

that digital technology poses for concepts of citizenship, political participation, also protecting rights 

and freedoms throughout cyberspace, and what legal mechanisms can be adopted to improve harmony 

between them? 

To answer this question and meet the study’s objectives, the discussion will be organized as follows: 

1. Chapter 1: The conceptual framework of digital technology and constitutional law. 

 

2. Chapter 2: The impact of digital technology on the concept of citizenship in Algeria. 

 

3. Chapter 3: The role of digital technology in enhancing political participation in Algeria. 

Chapter One: The Conceptual Framework of Digital Technology and Constitutional Law 

The current era is witnessing deep transformations since digital technology has evolved from mere 

tools into a power reshaping societies. This chapter defines important concepts of digital technology 

with its multidimensional impact so as to lay a foundational building block for comprehension of this 

complex relationship. This chapter then looks at the strong connection joining digital technology to 

constitutional law, namely the state's authority and rights regulatory framework. 

Section 1: Defining the Core Concepts of Digital Technology and Its Impact on Society 

  “Digital technology” transcends being just a collection of tools and techniques; it is an 

integrated system reshaping social, economic, and political life's aspects. To understand constitutional 

law implications, identifying its fundamental concepts is necessary. From the Internet and social media 

networks, through blockchain and the Internet of Things, digital technology innovates across a broad 

spectrum, including artificial intelligence and big data. These technologies unite since they can 

process, store, and transmit information quickly and efficiently as never before, so they deeply shift 

how people and institutions interact.1 

Since digital technology exists in the world, it has given rise to new forms for communication as well as 

interaction on a social level; these forms create virtual communities able to transcend geographical 

boundaries. New horizons opened with remote education and learning, while knowledge and 

information access eased. It also had an influence upon consumption and entertainment patterns, and 

it generated both opportunities as well as challenges in the labor market. 

 
1 Ramdhani, M. (2023). The electronic tweet: Towards a new path for strengthening political participation in the 

era of digital technology. Al-Bahith Journal for Academic Studies, 10(2), 145 
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At the economic level, digital technology has contributed to new business models emerging, increased 

e-commerce, and improved efficient production and distribution. New economic sectors in which the 

main reliance is on data and on digital analytics have been created. Also, the nature of competition 

within global markets has been transformed. 

On the political level, digital technology has a deep impact on how people practice democracy and 

participate in politics. It has provided new tools for expressing opinions as well as organizing social 

movements. Also, it simplifies dialogue for residents and leaders. Yet, it also ignited fresh difficulties. 

These challenges relate to privacy, cybersecurity, as well as media disinformation. 

Digital technology transforms within society, within the economy, and within politics, and 

understanding these effects is important. Constitutional law seeks to regulate authority as well as 

protect rights plus freedoms in an ever-changing context, so its relationship to this technology must be 

analyzed. 

Section 2: Analyzing the Relationship between Constitutional Law and Technological Developments 

Constitutional law faces a challenge that is unique in adapting to the rapid pace of technological 

advancements. Customarily, constitutional law focuses upon the relationship between the state and 

the people. It also defines structures of authority while it protects fundamental rights as well as 

freedoms within a specific geographic and political framework. However, digital technology transcends 

these boundaries, and it creates a virtual space along with its own rules and challenges. Technological 

developments relate to constitutional law. It should be addressed in a flexible, dynamic way. Rigid 

constitutional provisions cannot fully absorb the effects of constantly evolving digital technology. 

Therefore, it is important to seek out some mechanisms for both interpreting and applying the 

fundamental constitutional principles in this digital context, and these mechanisms must take into 

consideration the unique characteristics of this domain.2 

Digital technology impacts basic ideas in constitutional law, plus one aspect like cyberspace 

sovereignty and jurisdiction. National boundaries are overlapping, and the exercise of authority 

becomes more complex. Constitutional law must address these challenges and determine just how it 

should govern the principles of sovereignty and jurisdiction in a world where data and information 

ignore customary borders. 

Rights and freedoms of a constitutional kind are impacted in an important way by digital technology as 

well. Freedom of expression, in addition to privacy, is a customary right. The digital world poses new 

threats to these rights. Within this new context, constitutional law must ensure the protection of these 

rights. It also must adapt itself to new threats such as digital censorship, as well as electronic 

surveillance, plus the spread of misinformation.3 

Furthermore, regulating cyberspace by itself is questioned by digital technology. Does public domain 

law apply to constitutional rules for this space? Is a specific legal structure considering distinctive 

traits now a necessity? These same questions must be reflected on deeply. Also, legal approaches 

should become more revolutionary. 

Section 3: Reviewing International Experiences in Constitutionally Regulating Cyberspace 

 Given the transboundary nature of digital technology, valuable perceptions can come from a 

 
2 Sabti, F., & Zardoumi, A. (2023). Digital citizenship and its impact on digital political interactions in the Arab 

world: A study of trends and transformations. Journal of Human Sciences, 23(2), 381. 

3 Fouarar, A. A. (2018). Participatory democracy and its digital tools: Theoretical foundations and practical 

applications. Journal of Research and Studies, 15(1), 283. 



RUSSIAN LAW JOURNAL        Volume – XIII (2025) Issue 1  

 

1978 

review of international experiences regulating this space constitutionally. Digital considerations are 

getting integrated within laws as well as constitutions throughout various means in many countries. 

A conservative approach exists in some countries since they like to apply current constitutional 

principles to the digital area and interpret them instead of amending their texts. This approach 

stresses fundamental rights as well as freedoms applying equally in the digital world in the same way 

as the physical one, with their application adapting to the unique characteristics of this domain. 

Instead, other countries have adopted a more proactive approach since they enacted explicit 

constitutional amendments to address specific issues related to cyberspace. These amendments may 

include guaranteeing access to the Internet as a right, especially protecting personal data that is 

private, regulating voting that is electronic, or defining for social media platforms the responsibility 

for content published on the platforms. 

A growing trend exists toward developing dedicated laws and regulations that govern particular aspects 

of the digital space. This pattern spreads past official constitutional changes into fields like data 

security rules, cybersecurity laws, and cybercrime laws. Digital technology presents opportunities, so 

these laws seek to seize them as well as tackle challenges through a detailed legal framework.4 

Consider too the actions of global groups and private bodies creating worldwide rules plus norms to 

govern online activity. These efforts help build international consensus about rights, freedoms, and 

security in the digital world. Also, these same efforts can be valuable as references when countries 

seek the development of their own legal frameworks of a constitutional type. 

Algeria can identify the best ways for it to incorporate digital considerations into its legal system and 

its constitutional system by studying all of these diverse international experiences. It must also take 

into account its unique national context. 

Chapter Two: The Impact of Digital Technology on the Concept of Citizenship in Algeria 

Digital technology has brought profound transformations to various aspects of life, and the 

longstanding concept of citizenship is no exception to its influence. This chapter seeks to explore that 

impact in the Algerian context, beginning with an analysis of the traditional foundations of citizenship 

in the Algerian constitution. It then moves on to examine the new digital dimension of citizenship and 

its various manifestations within Algerian society. 

Section 1: Analyzing the Traditional Concept of Citizenship in the Algerian Constitution 

 The customary concept of citizenship in the Algerian constitution is based upon clearly 

established principles as well as criteria. Citizenship historically was closely tied to membership in the 

nation-state. Jus sanguinis and jus soli principles were mainly the basis for rules governing its 

acquisition and loss. 

The Algerian constitution delineates citizens’ fundamental rights along with duties. These rights cover 

civil, political, economic, social, and cultural rights. These include guarantees upholding human 

dignity and enabling active participation within society, like freedom for expression, assembly, and 

association; the right to vote and stand for election; access to education, healthcare, and 

employment. 

 
4 Mourad, G. (2019). The cunning of social media networks and the deception of artificial intelligence. Beirut: Al-

Matbouat Publishing and Distribution Company, p. 24. 
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The constitution also specifies what citizens must do regarding the state and society, like they must 

respect the constitution and laws, defend the homeland, contribute to taxation, and preserve national 

unity. These rights and duties together compose Algeria's regular citizenship law system. 

Digital technology's arrival greatly changes the understanding and expression of citizenship. People do 

not determine their identity only by belonging to just a nation anymore. People participate in society 

no longer solely because of nationality, either. Digital technology interacts, communicates, also 

affiliates in new modes that do transcend customary geographic as well as political boundaries. 

Second, opinions are expressed in an increasing manner via digital platforms, plus public discussions 

involve issues that relate to social concern. Algerian citizens can form communities that share 

interests, voice what they demand, and exchange viewpoints by way of online forums plus social 

media. 

Algerian citizens can participate in politics more with digital technology. People can use digital tools in 

order to vote remotely, to organize electoral campaigns, to communicate with candidates, and to 

monitor elections. 

Citizens' rights are defined more and more by digital identity. It also increasingly defines their duties in 

the digital area. E-services are easier to access via a secure as well as reliable digital identity system 

that can also strengthen cybersecurity. Such a system also enables the strong exercise of digital rights. 

Citizenship's digital aspect grows in Algeria, yet faces problems like the digital divide that keeps all 

citizens from using needed technology and reading digitally to participate effectively in cyberspace. 

Section 2, Subsection 3: Studying the Legal Effects of Digital Transformation on the Rights and 

Duties of Algerian Citizens 

 Digital transformation adds a new layer to the concept of citizenship in Algeria, often referred 

to as "digital citizenship."5 This development does not replace traditional citizenship but rather 

expands its scope to include the actions and interactions that take place in digital spaces. As these 

changes take root, they significantly influence the rights and responsibilities of Algerian citizens. The 

legal system is therefore required to adjust to safeguard individual rights and reinforce civic duties 

within this evolving digital landscape. 

One legal effect is to protect fundamental rights in cyberspace. This protection is of main concern. 

Freedom of expression and privacy stand as examples of customary rights. In this context of ours, 

those same rights face new challenges now. Algerian law must protect these rights from emerging 

threats in the digital world, like people censoring the Internet, electronically surveying others, and 

unlawfully collecting personal data. 

Furthermore, digital transformation makes legal liabilities arise within cyberspace. For illegal content, 

online publishing carries accountability. What duties do social media platforms and Internet service 

providers bear? Algerian law must serve to define in a clear way the responsibilities that belong to the 

various actors within the digital domain. 

Exercising civil as well as political rights may furthermore be affected by digital transformation. In 

order to ensure the integrity as well as the transparency of the voting process, electoral laws may 

require amendments in terms of electronic voting. Digital tools that are used for expression may 

provoke the asking of questions about any free speech limits. Another question that may come up is 

banning hate speech online. 

 
5 El-Akhdari, M. H., & Saïdat, H. A. (2024). A critical analysis of the concept of citizenship in Algeria in the age of 

new communication media. Dafatir Al-Makhlab Journal, 19(2), 19. 



RUSSIAN LAW JOURNAL        Volume – XIII (2025) Issue 1  

 

1980 

With regard to citizens’ duties, digital transformation may well impose new obligations: citizens must 

conduct themselves in a safe and responsible way online, they must not disseminate information that 

is misleading or that is harmful, and they must show respect for intellectual property rights in the 

digital space. 

Legislators in Algeria must labor to update laws and develop regulations to handle these impacts. 

These laws and regulations must also comprehensively include the digital sphere. These legal measures 

should aspire to protect citizens’ rights and reinforce their duties while considering the digital world's 

unique attributes in this new context. 

Chapter Three: The Role of Digital Technology in Enhancing Political Participation in Algeria 

This chapter analyzes the traditional mechanisms of political participation defined in the Algerian 

constitution, explores the possibilities and tools for digital political engagement in Algeria, and then 

evaluates the legal and security challenges of digital political participation along with ways to address 

them. 

Section 1: Analyzing Traditional Political Participation Mechanisms in the Algerian Constitution 

 The Algerian constitution specifies the typical procedures permitting citizens to engage 

politically. These mechanisms include the right to establish and join political parties; the right to vote 

in elections and referenda; the right to run for elected office; the right to peaceful assembly; and the 

right to submit petitions and complaints to public authorities. 

These customary mechanisms do rely so heavily on direct, physical interaction; for example, people go 

to polling stations so they can vote, people participate in political rallies and marches, and people 

submit paper documents for petitions and complaints. These mechanisms are important in expressing 

popular will, also contributing to political decision-making. However, they still can face constraints 

that relate to cost and time with distance. 

These mechanisms' effectiveness may depend on things like citizen trust in political institutions, 

chances to participate, citizens' political awareness levels, and information availability. 

Section 2, Subsection 2: Studying the Possibilities and Tools for Digital Political Participation in 

Algeria 

 Digital technology provides such a broad array of possibilities, and all of the tools that are 

improving Algeria's political participation in these revolutionary new ways. These instruments may 

surmount a few constraints in typical involvement systems. Because the tools allow this, a larger 

number of citizens can express opinions in addition to contributing to the political process. 

● E-voting: Electronic voting makes the voting process more streamlined, and it lowers costs with 

improved turnout, notably among younger people and populations facing mobility issues. 

● Online forums are digital consultation platforms citizens can use to share views, proposals 

about policies under debate and engage directly with government officials. 

● For electoral campaigns, organization may be done through social media since political issues 

may be raised, also public support may be mobilized for initiatives. 

● E-petitions: Effective pressure on decision-makers is applied when citizens gather support for 

specific causes. 

● Tools for digital monitoring give power to transparency and accountability in the electoral 

process. The operations of government institutions are observed by way of digital monitoring tools. 
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By adopting these digital tools, it can help build a more inclusive and interactive political system in 

Algeria and strengthen citizens’ participation in the decision-making processes that affect their lives. 

Section 3, Subsection 3: Evaluating Legal and Security Challenges of Digital Political Participation 

and Ways to Address Them 

 Despite the meaningful potential that is offered by digital political participation, its 

effectiveness and integrity rely on addressing a range of legal and security challenges. 

Legal challenges include the need to establish a clear legal framework. This framework should regulate 

digital tools' use in the political process, define rules for e-voting and digital election campaigns, 

conduct online public consultation, also assign responsibility for content published online. 

Digital systems are hackable or able to be manipulated regarding security risks, so elections and 

citizens’ data may be compromised. The spread of misinformation and fake news on digital platforms 

is able to sway public opinion. The democratic process is weakened as a result of these trends. 

Also, this digital divide problem causes people to doubt fair chances in online political involvement 

because some folks might be left out if needed tech is inaccessible or digital skills are lacking. 

A set of different measures must be adopted in order to address all of these obstacles and dangers. 

Enact specific laws as well as regulations legally, provide necessary safeguards through policy, and 

clearly define the responsibilities of all actors to govern digital political participation. 

For security, develop digital systems of a secure and reliable nature. 

CONCLUSION: 

The study into the impact of digital technology on the concepts of citizenship and political 

participation in Algeria, which ended when someone conceived of a “digital constitution”, has 

revealed deep transformations and growing challenges that reshape the legal, political, and social 

landscape. This study has shown that digital technology redefines relationships between people, the 

state, and society as a transformative force rather than just a supportive tool. Therefore, a more 

thorough review of it is needed. This review must focus on the governing conceptual as well as legal 

frameworks. 

Study Findings 

The study revealed that digital technology is now a vital space in which citizens are able to engage in 

public affairs and express their opinions, plus exercise their rights rather than just a tool for 

communication or information access. “Digital citizenship” exists now; it is an undeniable reality. 

Through digital platforms, people interact with the state and society, so a reconsideration of 

customary rights and duties within this new context is necessary. 

The research highlighted digital technology's huge potential to improve Algeria's political participation. 

Digital tools are able to overcome the geographical and temporal limitations that exist for customary 

participation. These tools also enable a broader segment of the population to express views coupled 

with contributions to decision-making processes. 

However, the study also shed light on the legal as well as security obstacles and dangers that 

accompany this transformation, plus these obstacles and dangers include the digital divide, the spread 

of misinformation, and cybersecurity threats. For these issues, calculated, careful responses are 

required in order to ensure safe, equitable digital participation. 
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To conclude, there is an urgent need for an adapted legal and constitutional framework for the digital 

age in Algeria, the study stressed. Since current constitutional texts were drafted during different 

times, they might not adequately control the digital space, protect rights and freedoms, or support 

political participation within this changing digital environment. 

Recommendations 

 Based on the study’s findings, the following measures propose to strengthen citizenship and 

have Algerians participate politically in Algeria through digital transformation and to guide efforts 

toward a future “Digital Constitution”: 

In Algeria, explicit provisions should be seriously considered for guaranteeing core rights in cyberspace, 

such as: 

● The Internet should be affordable as a right. 

● Responsibility should balance with the digital freedom for expression. 

● Digital privacy as well as personal data protection. 

● Meaningful digital participation is right. 

These constitutional principles would have to be a high-level framework for digital legislation and 

policy of the future. 

For some areas, Algeria needs specific current laws. Those areas strengthen broad constitutional 

tenets, for example. 

● personal data protection; 

● Cybersecurity; 

● cyber-crime prevention; 

● Online consultation mechanisms with electronic elections. 

● A fair balance of ensuring security and stability, as well as safeguarding rights in the digital 

field, should such acts struck. 

● Equitable, inclusive digital participation should be guaranteed by the state. 

● Internet access nationwide should be affordable then invest in infrastructure. 

● Launch national programmes so you raise digital awareness, then build citizens’ skills as you 

enable all segments of society to use digital tools effectively and responsibly. 

● Transparent mechanisms that are secure can be created. Digital political engagement needs 

these mechanisms. 

● Trusted platforms should be developed as well as deployed, including tamper-proof e-voting 

systems as well as interactive public-consultation portals like online petition tools. These platforms 

must protect data, safeguard privacy, plus ensure procedural integrity. 

When a digital constitution is built, it promotes citizenship with participation plus requires 

government, parliament, the judiciary, civil society, academia, and technology experts to collaborate 

closely. For the forging of a common vision, a broad national dialogue should be convened in Algeria 

for its digital future. 

Adopting these proposals would help since it creates a digital environment upholding citizens’ rights 

and also freedoms, empowering them so that they engage actively in political and social life, with 

foundations laid to meet the Algerian people’s aspirations for a more prosperous and democratic 

future by a “Digital Constitution” keeping pace with the times. 
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