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Abstract: 

The protection of civilians is a key component of international humanitarian law (IHL), which seeks 

to safeguard individuals who bear the brunt of the consequences of armed conflict. IHL places 

limitations on combatants, restricting the use of military force to combatants alone, thereby 

affording specific protections to civilians during times of war. The International Committee of the 

Red Cross (ICRC) stands as one of the most effective international bodies in the field of civilian 

protection, thanks to its ongoing efforts in the development, implementation, and advocacy of 

IHL.  

Moreover, the ICRC works to provide protection and assistance to victims of both international and 

non-international armed conflicts, as well as during military occupations. This includes the 

promotion of IHL, addressing grievances, and offering direct support to civilians, such as visiting 

detainees, locating missing persons, restoring family links, and supplying essential resources such 

as food, water, and medical aid. 

 

INTRODUCTION 

It is widely recognized that the mention of international humanitarian law (IHL) is intrinsically 

linked to the work of the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) and its enduring efforts 

to protect and support victims of armed conflict. Since its establishment, the ICRC has played a 

pivotal role in promoting respect for IHL, and it is fair to say that the very foundation of 

humanitarian work and its formalization in legal frameworks are deeply intertwined with the ICRC’s 

initiatives. 

Founded nearly 150 years ago, the ICRC has remained steadfast in its mission to uphold humanity 

amidst the brutality of war, operating under the guiding principle of imposing limits on warfare 

itself, specifically, regulating the conduct of hostilities and the behavior of combatants. The set of 

rules established under this principle, endorsed by virtually every nation, is known as international 

humanitarian law, with the Geneva Conventions serving as its cornerstone. 

The ICRC is widely recognized as an effective mechanism for civilian protection in conflict zones, 

playing an instrumental role in the enforcement of IHL as enshrined in the Geneva Conventions and 

their additional protocols. From its inception, the ICRC has been closely associated with the 

evolution of IHL.  

It was the ICRC that initially proposed the first Geneva Convention of 1864, which sought to 

improve the treatment of wounded and sick soldiers on the battlefield. Since that time, the ICRC 

has committed itself to the continuous development of IHL, adapting it to the evolving nature of 

warfare, culminating in the 1949 Geneva Conventions, now regarded as the foundational legal 

framework of IHL. The ICRC was also instrumental in the adoption of the Additional Protocols in 

1977, which marked a significant advance in the development of IHL. 

Additionally, the ICRC plays a crucial role in disseminating IHL and advocating for its 

implementation. The organization is tasked with providing protection and assistance to the victims 

of armed conflict, ensuring that humanitarian standards are upheld. 

First Section: What is the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC)? 

The International Committee of the Red Cross is an independent and neutral humanitarian 

organization that conducts protection and assistance missions for the victims of armed conflict and 

violence. Under international law, the ICRC is entrusted with the ongoing responsibility of 

mailto:nabila.boumaza@univ-tebessa.dz


RUSSIAN LAW JOURNAL         Volume –XII (2024) Issue 2 

 

2586 

delivering impartial humanitarian aid to prisoners, the wounded, the sick, and civilians affected by 

armed conflict. 

With its headquarters in Geneva, the ICRC operates in approximately 80 countries, employing more 

than 12,000 staff members. In times of conflict, the ICRC coordinates with national Red Cross and 

Red Crescent societies and their umbrella organization, the International Federation. As the 

founding body of the International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement, the ICRC is the primary 

source of international humanitarian law, particularly the Geneva Conventions. 

The ICRC is guided by seven fundamental principles: humanity, impartiality, neutrality, 

independence, voluntary service, unity, and universality. As a key component of the International 

Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement, the ICRC adheres to these principles, which specifically 

shape its approach and positions, as well as the operational activities it undertakes. 

First: The Origins and Formation of the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) 

1. The Origins of the International Committee of the Red Cross 

The creation of the International Committee of the Red Cross is largely credited to the vision and 

perseverance of a Swiss citizen, Henry Dunant. His inspiration stemmed from his harrowing 

experience at the Battle of Solferino in 1859, a brutal conflict fought in northern Italy between the 

Austrian and French forces.  

After 16 hours of fierce fighting, the battlefield was strewn with the bodies of 40,000 soldiers, both 

dead and wounded. Dunant was struck by the suffering of thousands of men left without medical 

care due to the lack of adequate medical services on the battlefield. In response, he appealed to 

the local population to assist in caring for the wounded, emphasizing the moral imperative to 

attend to soldiers from both sides of the conflict. 

Upon returning to Switzerland, Dunant published his seminal book, A Memory of Solferino, in which 

he advocated for the establishment of relief societies during peacetime. These societies, composed 

of nurses and volunteers, would be ready to provide care for the wounded during wartime. He also 

called for international recognition of these volunteers, ensuring that they could assist military 

medical services and receive legal protection under international agreements. 

The founding of the International Committee of the Red Cross1 was the result of a collaborative 

effort, led by Dunant and supported by key figures such as Guillaume-Henri Dufour, Louis Appia, 

Théodore Monod, and others. The first meeting was convened on October 26, 1863, in Geneva2, 

where representatives from 16 countries and four humanitarian societies came together to 

establish the organization's foundational structure.  

During this meeting, the distinctive Red Cross emblem, a red cross on a white background, inspired 

by the Swiss flag, was adopted. This conference marked the formal beginning of the Red Cross 

movement, with the decision to create a coordinating body known as the Geneva Committee. 

In 1864, to formally enshrine the protection of medical services on the battlefield and secure 

international recognition for the Red Cross and its principles, the Swiss government hosted a 

diplomatic conference in Geneva. Representatives from 12 governments participated, resulting in 

the adoption of the Geneva Convention for the Amelioration of the Condition of the Wounded in 

Armed Forces in the Field. This treaty became the first international agreement dedicated to 

humanitarian law, initially focusing on the protection of wounded soldiers and later expanding to 

safeguard other victims, including prisoners of war.  

After World War II, a diplomatic conference was held to further strengthen the legal framework, 

culminating in the adoption of the four Geneva Conventions of 1949, which significantly broadened 

the protection of civilians during armed conflict. This was followed by the Additional Protocols of 

1977, which advanced the protections offered under international humanitarian law.3 

2. The Structure of the International Committee of the Red Cross 

The ICRC operates through the following bodies: 

A. The Assembly: This is the highest decision-making body of the ICRC, overseeing all its activities. 

The Assembly consists of 15 to 25 elected members, all Swiss nationals, and operates on the 

principle of collective decision-making. 
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B. The Presidency: The ICRC is headed by a president, supported by two vice-presidents. The 

president is primarily responsible for the organization's external relations and also oversees its 

internal cohesion and development. 

C. The Assembly Council: A subsidiary body of the Assembly, the Council is responsible for making 

decisions on issues within its mandate, particularly those related to policy, finance, staffing, and 

communication. It serves as a link between the Board of Directors and the Assembly. The Council 

consists of five members elected by the Assembly and is chaired by the president of the ICRC. 

D. The Board of Directors: The executive body of the ICRC, the Board is tasked with implementing 

the goals and strategies set by the Assembly or the Assembly Council. It ensures the smooth 

functioning of the organization and the effectiveness of its staff.4 

Second: The Legal Status and Operational Principles of the International Committee of the Red 

Cross 

1. Legal Status of the International Committee of the Red Cross 

According to Article 2 of the ICRC's Statute, the organization is granted legal personality and 

operates under Swiss civil law. The ICRC is neutral, independent, and impartial.5 

Unlike governmental organizations, such as those within the United Nations, or non-governmental 

organizations (NGOs), the ICRC occupies a unique legal status. It is recognized by states under the 

Geneva Conventions and the Additional Protocols as the official entity responsible for providing 

protection and assistance to victims of armed conflicts. 

The ICRC enjoys certain privileges and immunities, including judicial immunity, protection of its 

premises, and safeguarding of its documents. It is often considered a model for international NGOs 

and has held a special status within Switzerland since its founding in 1863. The ICRC operates under 

the legal personality granted to it within the framework of international humanitarian law.6 

  

2. The Operational Principles of the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) 

The ICRC, with its global mandate, seeks to provide protection and assistance to victims of armed 

conflict and mass violence. Its activities are grounded in the same principles that guide the broader 

International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement. These seven principles were formally declared 

in 1965 and later clarified in 1986, when they were integrated into the Statute of the Movement. 

This was reinforced by the Preamble of the Statute of the International Red Cross and Red Crescent 

Movement7. 

As outlined in Article 1 of the Statute of the ICRC, the organization is a humanitarian and 

independent entity8. The principles the ICRC adheres to are as follows: 

A. Humanity: 

 The International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement was founded to provide relief and 

assistance to the wounded on the battlefield, without any distinction. The ICRC works globally to 

prevent human suffering and alleviate it wherever found. Its goal is to protect life and health, 

ensure respect for the individual, and foster mutual understanding, cooperation, and lasting peace 

among nations. Through its actions, the ICRC seeks to uphold human dignity during times of crisis 

and conflict. 

B. Impartiality:  

The ICRC does not make distinctions based on nationality, race, religious beliefs, social status, or 

political opinions. Its primary aim is to alleviate human suffering, guided solely by the extent of the 

need for assistance. Priority is given to those who are most in need, regardless of other factors.9 

Impartiality means that humanitarian action must serve everyone, regardless of any distinguishing 

characteristic. The ICRC's operations are solely focused on addressing the needs of victims of armed 

conflict. In other words, no individual should be denied assistance and protection because of their 

identity, beliefs, or affiliations. Aid and protection should be provided strictly according to the 

needs of those affected.10 
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C. Neutrality 

The Preamble of the Statute of the Movement states: "In order to maintain the trust of all, the 

Movement must abstain from participating in hostilities and from taking sides in any controversy 

of a political, racial, religious, or ideological nature." 

Jean Pictet highlights two essential aspects of neutrality: firstly, it requires non-participation in 

active hostilities, and secondly, it demands neutrality in ideological matters. This means the ICRC 

must reject any ideology other than its own, which is grounded in the principle of humanity. 

Neutrality is critical for the ICRC to maintain the trust of all parties and to effectively fulfill its 

mandate. As Max Huber notes, “The ICRC maintains its position only through the trust placed in it, 

and this trust must be earned and safeguarded each day by the work of its leaders.” Thus, 

neutrality is not an end in itself but a means to achieve its mission of aiding the victims of armed 

conflicts.11 

D. Independence 

The Preamble of the Statute of the International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement also 

emphasizes the Movement’s independence. While national societies may assist governmental 

authorities in humanitarian services and are subject to local laws, they must retain their 

independence, enabling them to act in accordance with the Movement’s principles at all times. 

For the ICRC, independence means that its humanitarian work must remain separate from any 

political or military interests.12 The rationale for this independence is clear: parties to a conflict 

are often hesitant to accept humanitarian organizations they perceive as having hidden political 

agendas. This is why the ICRC insists on maintaining a clear distinction between its humanitarian 

work and political or military goals. 

To preserve this independent humanitarian approach, the ICRC ensures that its activities are not 

conflated with political or military objectives. The organization’s work extends beyond merely 

providing assistance to the victims of armed conflict and internal violence; it also includes 

protecting these individuals based on humanitarian law and the principles of humanity. Thus, the 

ICRC must safeguard its operational independence, especially when engaging with international 

military missions.13 

E. Voluntary Action 

According to the Preamble of the Statute of the International Red Cross and Red Crescent 

Movement, the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) is a voluntary and impartial relief 

movement. 

In the context of the Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement, volunteering refers to individuals 

offering their services freely and without expectation of recognition, aiming to perform acts of 

goodwill for the benefit of others. This spirit of brotherhood and humanity lies at the heart of 

humanitarian work.  

Voluntary service and altruism are among the deepest expressions of human compassion, and these 

ideals are the foundation of the ICRC’s activities. The principle of voluntary action serves as the 

motivating force for those involved with the Red Cross, highlighting selfless service and the 

humanitarian mission that the Movement strives to uphold.14 

F. Unity 

As stated in the Preamble of the Statute, “There can be only one Red Cross or Red Crescent society 

in any given country, and it must be open to all, with its humanitarian work extending across the 

entire territory of the country.” 

The existence of more than one national society within a single country would lead to confusion, 

duplication of efforts, and a sense of dependence. This principle mandates that only one national 

society per country may exist, which must operate nationwide and be inclusive of all individuals. 

This requirement must be demonstrated before a society can be admitted as a full member of the 

International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement, as outlined in Article 4, Paragraph 7 of the 

Statute.15 

G. Universality 
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The universality of the Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement is rooted in the simplicity and clarity 

of its message from the outset. It has always been understood that the Movement must be global in 

scope. Had national societies been confined to a limited number of countries, the vision proposed 

by Henry Dunant would have lost its significance, as it is based on principles of solidarity, exchange, 

and international cooperation. 

Thus, the principle of universality calls for collective responsibility within the Movement, deriving 

its strength from its diversity. Through this principle, the Movement affirms its authenticity, 

independence, and global solidarity.16 

 

Second Section: The Role of the ICRC in Implementing Civilian Protection Rules 

As the guardian and promoter of international humanitarian law (IHL), the ICRC takes all necessary 

measures to mitigate the impact of conflicts on civilian populations, particularly those who are not 

participating in hostilities or who have ceased to do so. 

1. Ensuring the Respect of Civilian Rights 

The ICRC, as the custodian of IHL, works to enforce rules designed to protect civilians and 

individuals not involved in combat. This is evident in its efforts to develop IHL, remind parties of 

their obligations, and handle complaints. 

First: Development and Adoption of IHL Rules 

The ICRC has been pivotal in the development of IHL. It played a central role in advancing the 

Geneva Conventions, beginning with the Geneva Convention of 1906, which extended protections to 

the sick and wounded. The 1949 Geneva Conventions, which remain the cornerstone of IHL today, 

were also significantly shaped by the ICRC. Moreover, the ICRC was instrumental in the adoption of 

the two Additional Protocols in 1977, marking important advancements in the evolution of IHL.17 

2.  Reminder of IHL Rules 

The ICRC stresses the application of IHL by working to prevent and address violations through close 

cooperation with parties to the conflict. In times of war, the ICRC reminds all parties of the 

fundamental rules of IHL. If these reminders do not lead to compliance, the ICRC engages with the 

warring parties to ensure the enforcement and respect of the humanitarian principles they have 

agreed to.18 

ICRC delegates in conflict zones protest any observed violations, ranging from informal verbal 

objections to formal reports submitted by the ICRC’s President to the relevant authorities. Due to 

the sensitive nature of its work, the ICRC operates with discretion, adhering to a policy of 

confidentiality.  

Publicizing violations could lead to political or diplomatic repercussions, hindering the ICRC’s ability 

to fulfill its core mission of protecting victims of armed conflict. Thus, the ICRC relies on 

confidentiality to carry out its humanitarian duties effectively.19 

As a general rule, the ICRC does not take a position on the tactics of warfare or the use of specific 

weapons unless a particular weapon is likely to cause a particularly grave situation. In such cases, 

the ICRC raises its concerns with the international community, seeking global pressure to prevent 

harm.20 

3. Offering Good Offices 

The ICRC’s relationship with authorities allows it to act as a neutral mediator in humanitarian 

matters. This role often requires negotiations between conflicting parties. The ICRC’s capacity as a 

neutral intermediary is grounded in customary law, which grants the organization the right to 

undertake humanitarian activities with the consent of the parties involved in the conflict. 

The objective of neutral mediation is to address some of the actual or potential humanitarian 

consequences of the conflict. While the ICRC can act within a broad legal framework based 

explicitly on humanitarian law, many of its initiatives take place without direct legal backing. In 

such cases, the ICRC often facilitates limited and specific agreements that can save lives or 

alleviate the suffering of victims, even amid ongoing hostilities.  

These agreements, often reached upon the request of the conflict parties, may include 

arrangements to allow for humanitarian assistance or to address immediate needs in a conflict 
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zone. The ICRC’s ability to mediate and offer good offices is a vital part of its humanitarian mission, 

especially when it comes to providing relief in situations where formal legal intervention may not 

be possible.21 

4. Receiving Complaints 

Under the Statutes of the ICRC and the International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement, the 

ICRC is tasked with receiving complaints related to alleged violations of international humanitarian 

law (IHL).22 

The ICRC accepts complaints from both conflict parties and third parties, including governments, 

non-governmental organizations (NGOs), and National Red Cross or Red Crescent Societies. These 

complaints typically fall into two categories: 

A. Complaints Concerning Non-Implementation of IHL 

The first category includes complaints related to the failure of authorities to enforce provisions of 

the Geneva Conventions regarding individuals protected under these agreements. In such cases, the 

ICRC may take direct action to advocate for the protection of these individuals. This may involve 

verifying the validity of the complaint, conducting visits to places of detention, and engaging with 

the relevant authorities to address and correct violations.  

The ICRC’s right to conduct unimpeded visits to detention facilities is critical, as it enables the 

organization to gather information on the conditions of detainees. These visits help identify issues 

arising from detention and provide valuable testimony for international oversight.23 

B. Complaints About Severe Violations of IHL 

The second category concerns complaints related to serious violations of IHL, particularly those 

instances where the ICRC is unable to take direct action on behalf of the victims. These violations 

may lie outside the ICRC’s mandate, such as actions related to military operations or violations 

occurring in combat zones where the ICRC does not have access.24 

Second: The ICRC’s Role in Providing Assistance to Civilians 

The ICRC is responsible for the protection of civilians who are victims of both international and 

non-international armed conflicts. According to Article 5, Paragraph 2(c) of the Statutes of the 

International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement, the ICRC undertakes the tasks assigned to it 

under the Geneva Conventions and works to ensure the precise application of IHL during armed 

conflicts. The First Additional Protocol, in Article 81, grants the ICRC the necessary facilitation to 

carry out its humanitarian duties.25 

Furthermore, the ICRC’s mandate is affirmed by Common Article 3 of the Geneva Conventions, 

which authorizes the ICRC as a neutral humanitarian entity to offer its services to the parties 

involved in a conflict. This offer serves as a formal declaration of the ICRC's readiness to fulfill its 

duties under IHL, emphasizing its impartiality and humanitarian role.26 

As such, the ICRC plays a vital role in providing assistance to civilians affected by armed conflicts 

and internal disturbances. Its responsibilities in this regard include: 

1. Protection of Civilian Detainees 

In international armed conflicts, the Geneva Conventions grant ICRC delegates the right to visit 

civilian detainees. Denial of this right constitutes a violation of IHL. In non-international armed 

conflicts, Common Article 3 of the Geneva Conventions and the Statutes of the International Red 

Cross and Red Crescent Movement authorize the ICRC to offer its services to visit detainees. Many 

governments accept the ICRC’s offer, recognizing the importance of impartial humanitarian 

oversight. 

Deprivation of liberty places individuals in vulnerable positions, exposing them to potential abuse 

or mistreatment. The ICRC’s visits to detention facilities are essential to ensuring humane 

treatment of detainees and protecting their rights.  

The International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) works tirelessly to: 

_ Prevent or end cases of enforced disappearances, extrajudicial executions, torture, and ill-

treatment. 

_ Improve conditions of detention where necessary, in accordance with applicable law. 

_ Re-establish family links between detainees and their families. 
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To achieve these goals, the ICRC conducts visits to places of detention. Based on the findings of 

these visits, the ICRC engages in confidential advocacy with authorities and provides material and 

medical assistance to detainees when necessary. During these visits, ICRC delegates meet with 

detainees individually and record their personal data. 

While the ICRC refrains from expressing opinions on the reasons for the arrest or detention of 

individuals, it ensures that detainees are provided with the judicial guarantees protected under 

international humanitarian law (IHL).27 

In situations such as the ongoing conflict in Gaza, families of hostages face indescribable suffering, 

anxiously waiting for news about their loved ones. Since the beginning of the crisis, the ICRC has 

called for the immediate release of all hostages and sought access to them. The organization has 

made repeated requests for information about their whereabouts and health conditions and has 

facilitated the release of several hostages. 

The ICRC has stated that it hopes to gain the powers necessary to make decisions and create the 

conditions for reaching these individuals. However, the reality is that the ICRC lacks such powers. 

To make this possible, a formal agreement between the parties involved in the conflict is required. 

As long as such an agreement is not in place, the ICRC cannot take action independently.28  

2. Search for the Missing 

During times of war and conflict, countless individuals lose contact with their families for a variety 

of reasons. In such cases, the ICRC, in collaboration with National Red Cross and Red Crescent 

Societies, plays an essential role in addressing these issues. 

The ICRC works to assist families who have lost contact with relatives during armed conflicts by 

submitting requests to locate missing persons. The organization utilizes all available resources to 

find individuals, including visits to detention facilities, hospitals, morgues, or, when appropriate, 

requesting investigations from relevant authorities. 

Whenever possible, the ICRC collaborates closely with authorities and organizations to expedite the 

search process. The organization also advocates for governments to adopt or enforce laws to ensure 

thorough searches for missing persons, such as establishing information bureaus to clarify the fate 

of the missing and provide support to their families, especially by facilitating the legal procedures 

necessary for reunification.29 

In Iraq, for instance, the ICRC chaired the 59th meeting of the Subcommittee of the Tripartite 

Commission in March 2009, which was responsible for investigating persons still missing from the 

Gulf War. Representatives from Kuwait, Iraq, and coalition countries (the United States, United 

Kingdom, France, and Saudi Arabia) attended the meeting. 

 As a result, the fate of 304 missing persons, including 66 Iraqis, was clarified from a total of 1,431 

cases tracked by the Tripartite Commission. The ICRC urged committee members to intensify their 

efforts to gather crucial information on unresolved cases, emphasizing the need to end the 

prolonged suffering of families who have been waiting to learn the fate of their loved ones. 

3. Reuniting Families 

Each year, hundreds of individuals are separated from their families due to armed conflicts. The 

ICRC works tirelessly to locate these individuals and, when possible, facilitate their reunification 

with their families. For many years, the ICRC has provided essential humanitarian services to 

reunite families and to facilitate the exchange of family news and information regarding missing 

persons around the world.30 

In certain cases, the travel document issued by the ICRC is the only means available for an 

individual who has lost all identification to reunite with their family in a third country or return to 

their home country.31 

The ICRC has also organized exchanges of family messages between individuals living in the 

occupied Palestinian territories and their relatives abroad, facilitating the transmission of over 1.5 

million Red Cross Message forms (35 words each) free of charge. These efforts have been 

instrumental in providing families with vital information and alleviating the emotional burden of 

uncertainty during times of conflict.32  
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4. Provision of Aid, Water, and Shelter 

Humanitarian assistance has significantly expanded since the ICRC’s 1984 operation in Ethiopia. 

While food aid has long been a major focus of the organization’s work, there has been a marked 

increase in the variety of aid provided, tailored to meet the specific needs of affected populations. 

However, the ICRC can only begin aid operations after conducting a thorough field assessment to 

determine the exact needs of victims, identify the relevant beneficiary groups and their numbers, 

and evaluate the organization and distribution process of relief efforts.33 

For example, in 1967, the ICRC provided substantial humanitarian aid, including food and medical 

supplies, to all countries affected by military operations. By the end of 1970, the total value of this 

assistance exceeded 17 million Swiss francs. This aid included food, medicines, blankets, clothing, 

and financial donations to health institutions, excluding the 22 million Swiss francs allocated for 

relief operations in Jordan during the 1970 conflict.34 

In conflict zones, access to clean drinking water and adequate shelter is often severely restricted. 

To address these critical needs, the ICRC’s Water and Habitat Unit works to ensure that victims of 

war have access to clean water for drinking and household use, as well as safe housing to protect 

civilians from environmental hazards. The work of this unit includes providing access to water, 

promoting public health, and safeguarding the environment, recognizing the interconnected nature 

of these factors.35 

In Gaza, the ICRC has been involved in rehabilitating water networks to ensure continued access to 

water for over half a million people. The organization has also assessed the humanitarian impact on 

the population and prepared two separate reports for the concerned parties. In addition, the ICRC 

has worked to help farmers return to their lands, which were damaged during the conflict, by 

restoring agricultural land so that they can resume crop production.36 

5. Medical Assistance for Civilians 

The ICRC’s health programs aim to provide victims of conflict with adequate preventive and 

therapeutic healthcare, meeting internationally recognized standards. Armed conflicts often result 

in deaths, injuries, displacement, and the destruction of medical facilities, as well as the disruption 

of supply lines. As a result, the number of injured or those suffering from infectious diseases can 

overwhelm local healthcare services.37 

These challenges are especially pronounced in regions with pre-existing healthcare facilities and 

staff. The ICRC’s ongoing support helps ensure that these facilities continue to provide vital 

services, even under the most difficult conditions. However, in some cases, local hospitals may not 

be sufficient, and the ICRC sends medical teams from outside the region to provide assistance. The 

ICRC also runs emergency first aid programs and facilitates the evacuation and transport of the 

wounded.38 

Since 1979, the ICRC has established and supported around 50 rehabilitation centers in 

approximately 25 conflict-affected countries. The ICRC has provided nearly 130,000 prosthetic 

devices to approximately 88,000 individuals in need.39 

Regarding prison health, ICRC delegates visiting places of detention are accompanied by medical 

personnel, who assess the health of detainees and identify any signs of physical or psychological 

abuse. These medical professionals are trained to address the specific health issues related to 

detention centers.40 

For example, in Somalia, following the outbreak of hostilities, the ICRC expanded its support to 

various medical facilities across central and southern Somalia. This included 23 clinics managed by 

the Somali Red Crescent Society and three hospitals in Mogadishu. The ICRC supplied over five tons 

of emergency medical supplies, surgical equipment, and medicines to these facilities.41 

6. Responding to Displacement Operations 

The International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) works tirelessly to prevent displacement, 

which is one of its primary objectives. To achieve this, the ICRC calls on all parties to the conflict 

to adhere to international humanitarian law and humanitarian principles, ensuring that civilians are 

not harmed and can safely remain in their homes. Additionally, the ICRC provides material 
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assistance to civilians who have not been displaced, helping them maintain their presence in local 

communities.42 

The ICRC also offers specialized support to communities hosting displaced populations, helping 

them cope with the added strain. It has consistently opposed forced displacement operations 

conducted by Israel in the occupied territories, as well as the evacuation and relocation of civilians 

by occupying authorities. On several occasions, the ICRC has intervened with the Israeli government 

to prevent the recurrence of these forced displacement practices.43 

 

CONCLUSION 

As an international body, the ICRC has made significant contributions both legally and practically. 

Legally, it has played a pivotal role in the creation and development of the agreements that 

underpin international humanitarian law (IHL), and it continues to work towards their 

advancement. Practically, the ICRC has focused on implementing and disseminating these legal 

principles to ensure the protection of civilians, who are often the primary victims of armed 

conflict. The ICRC also provides assistance to civilians to alleviate the hardships caused by war. 

The ICRC enjoys a unique legal status that distinguishes it from other international organizations, 

enabling it to monitor and enforce the application of international humanitarian law in many 

countries. Through its organizational structure, the ICRC carries out its mission effectively, with 

civilian protection and assistance at the core of its activities. The ICRC is consistently present in 

regions where civilians face significant risks, working to mitigate these dangers to the best of its 

ability. 

While the ICRC plays a crucial role in ensuring the application of IHL, it does not have the authority 

to guarantee compliance by all parties to a conflict. For the ICRC to fully realize its role in 

protecting civilians during armed conflicts, it must be granted the powers necessary to carry out its 

work independently of the conflicting parties' will. 

Despite the numerous challenges it faces in its operations, the ICRC remains steadfast in its mission 

to reduce the suffering of civilians in conflicts. This is evident in its continuous efforts in the 

Palestinian territories, despite obstacles such as the refusal of Israeli forces to comply with 

international humanitarian law. 

Therefore, there is a critical need to strengthen the ICRC's presence in occupied territories to 

better protect victims and civilians and to provide the necessary humanitarian and medical 

assistance. This can be achieved by empowering ICRC missions with the resources and authority 

required to perform their tasks effectively. 

 As a crucial early warning system, the ICRC is uniquely positioned to respond swiftly to 

humanitarian needs when they arise. Additionally, its broad-ranging activities aim to reinforce the 

rules of international humanitarian law, ensuring that the ICRC continues to offer protection and 

assistance to those in greatest need. 
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